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Finagle’s law of dynamic negatives states that, “ Anything that can go wrong, will—at the worst 
possible moment.” Hmm, what could go wrong with your child’s hearing aids, cochlear implants, or 
BCSPs this summer?  

 
 

 
The answer is: A lot .  They could be eaten by your pet, dropped into a toilet bowl, lost in the 
yard… this is especially true during the summer and throughout the current COVID-19 
closures.  We’ve all experienced more relaxed schedules and very different routines. 
Sometimes when we are out of routine, we do things that are out of the ordinary, such as 
putting a hearing aid in a pocket and it ends up in the wash, or leaving a processor where 
the family pet can find it and make it their new chew toy, all things you normally wouldn’t 
do.  
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There are some easy things you can do to help manage these unexpected situations.  

For retention ideas 
or to purchase dry 
aid jars, please 
contact the Listen 
and Talk Audiology 
team. We would be 
happy to help you 
challenge Finagle’s 
Law!  
 

1. Always keep the amplification devices in one of two 
places: on your child, or in a dry aid jar.  
If devices need to come off while you are “camping” in the 
backyard for example, having a small dry aid jar to pop the 
devices into is not only good for storage, but also dries the 
devices out from sweat and moisture while off the ear. 
Similarly, when your child is taking a bath or sleeping at 
night, always keep the devices in the dry aid jar away from 
pets, little fingers, and moisture. 
  

2. Make sure your child has a good retention system. 
Although it may take a little trial and error to find what 
works, be sure your child’s devices have a secure retention 
system so that they can run around outside (and inside), 
and explore freely without worrying about their devices 
coming off. The extra effort now might save you the time 
and worry later of combing the backyard to find that tiny, 
expensive device. 
 

3. Carry a small kit with extra supplies when you are 
venturing away from home.  
Make sure to have spare batteries, a listening scope or 
earphones, and a dry aid jar! Taking a minute to prepare 
for the unexpected will keep everyone ready for this time 
away from school and all the summertime fun ahead! 
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